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The Reformation
did not begin in the
Germany we know.
Modern Germany did
not exist until the
1800’s. Instead,
Reformation Germany
was a loose conglomeration of German speaking dukedoms
known as the Holy Roman Empire. Each
dukedom was ruled
by its own duke or
archbishop.
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There was an emperor over the entire Empire, who was elected
for life by seven of the dukes, known as electors. While the emperor
had a nice title, he had very little power. Most power still resided
with the electors. If the emperor wished to go to war, he needed
money and troops, which could only be supplied by the dukes. The
dukes were always seeking to increase their own wealth and power
so were hesitant to help the emperor unless forced.
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At the end of the 15th Century, Maximillian I of the House of
Habsburg held the Title of Emperor. He ruled from 1486 until 1519.
His life was spent squabbling with the dukes, and fighting wars with
Venice. At the time the Reformation began, he was an old paranoid man afraid of death. He spent the last years of his life travelling with his casket in tow. His death in 1519 caused enough election turmoil to keep Luther safe until the Diet of Worms in 1521.
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During the time of Martin Luther, there were two bad assumptions held by many Christians. The first was that mankind needed
to ascend to God. In other words, it was taught that one needed
to climb a metaphoric ladder towards a Holy and Righteous God
through pious good works, devotion to God, accomplishments,
indulgences, holy living, penance, religious duties, etc. Secondly,
it was also commonly held that in order to be considered righteous that a person needed to achieve righteousness by the way
of the Law and self-effort. Indeed, the people saw themselves on
a spiritual journey that required them to elevate to the same level
of God by their own strenuous effort – climb to God by your own
work!
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Unfortunately, both of these bad teachings put the emphasis on
mankind’s efforts. Both had a starting point of mankind. Both undercut the centrality of the work of God in Christ.
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In order to confront this, Luther had to knock down, destroy, and
clear away this nonsense in order to get down to the bedrock on
which Christian theology must rest.
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What does this mean? It means that there is no climbing, for the
Lord comes to us! It means that there is no huffing and puffing, for
Christ did it all at Mount Calvary. It means that The Reformation
was a complete reversal of the theology of the day, back to
God’s grace alone, through Christ alone, by faith alone.
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