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In his hymn, “A Mighty Fortress is Our God,” Martin Luther
points out the truth that we live lives over our heads. Satan strives
up against us, and our power does not rise to the point of resistance, let alone victory. On our own and by ourselves, Satan
has defeated us. The war is lost, and we are lost. Any thought
that we might be able to stand and face the enemy falls under
the category of delusion, and our delusion leads to hopelessness.
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When we sing this hymn, we confess this powerlessness. By
faith, we set aside our delusion and we cry out along with Paul in
Romans 7, “Wretched man that I am! Who will deliver me from
this body of death?” We also
confess where we find comfort,
hope, and peace. Our only
peace comes from Jesus Christ
our Lord who has come to face
Satan in our lives. Jesus is on our
side and He gives us the victory.
He is “our fortress and strength.”
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In the face of suffering and pain and death, this brings us security. We know that this life produces much pain. The infection
of sin so permeates our lives that confusion and danger and loss
and hardship afflict us. We know that the Lord does not promise
to take suffering away, but He does promise to get us through it
all. With Luther, we recognize that Satan may be permitted to
take from us our earthly wealth, our reputation, and even our
family. But, by the Word of God, we are connected to Jesus
who died and rose again, and we believe that we too will die
and rise to new life.
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“For

God has not destined us for
wrath, but to obtain salvation
through our Lord Jesus Christ,
who died for us so that whether
we are awake or asleep we
might live with him. Therefore,
encourage one another and
build one another up, just as you
are doing. (1 Thessalonians 5:911)
This means that we need not
“fear the foe,” and we need not
fear death. Death will come, but
whether we live or whether we die,
we are the Lord’s. There is nothing
better! In Christ, we know that our
suffering in this world will give way to
greater joy in paradise.
Martin Luther desired to teach at "Ein feste Burg ist unser Gott"
The opening line to this hymn
every turn that only Jesus saves us. is now emblazoned upon the
We cannot save ourselves or even 289-foot-tall tower of the
contribute to our salvation. We de- Castle Church in Wittenberg
pend in every way upon the Lord where Luther nailed his 95
Theses on the door.
for our salvation and our protection.
We do not rise up to meet the Lord and so join our strength
with His to win the victory. We are not empowered by the
Lord to win the victory. He does it for us.
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love you, O LORD, my strength.
2 The LORD is my rock and my fortress and my deliverer,
my God, my rock, in whom I take refuge,
my shield, and the horn of my salvation, my stronghold.
3 I call upon the LORD, who is worthy to be praised,
and I am saved from my enemies.
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