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The young Doctor Luther was no fool. He knew what the results
of his words would most likely be when he stood before the Imperial Diet in Worms and refused to recant—his death. He was
promised safe passage not only to Worms but also back, but as
soon as one is declared a heretic, all bets are off. So a secret
plan was put in play, not at Luther’s request—he was willing to
die a martyr. The secret plan was to “kidnap” Luther and keep
him under wraps while the waves he started in Wittenberg and
Worms died down.
On Luther’s round-about journey from Worms back to Wittenberg, his impressive entourage dwindled down to Luther and
two fellows. On May 4th, while they were traversing a ravine
near Altenstein, they were attacked by crossbowmen on horseback. One man, Petzensteiner ran away on foot, while the other Amsdorf put on the show of protesting—but he knew what
was really happening.
Luther did what anyone who is being car-jacked and kidnapped would do: he grabbed his Greek New Testament and
Hebrew Bible. For a while Luther was forced to run alongside the
horses. Then with no witnesses around, he was mounted on a
horse as they took the scenic route to the castle Wartburg towering over the city of Eisenach.
Most thought Luther had died, as only days before on April
30th, the emperor declared that he would perform his duty as
“the church’s protector” and deal with Luther, calling on the
electors and princes under him. Nevertheless, Luther remained
very much alive under lock and key in the Wartburg. He assumed the identity of Knight George, grew out his beard and
hair and wore the clothing of a knight.
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Under the protection of the Wartburg’s walls and his new
identity, Luther wrote quite a deal. Here, he assembled a
first edition of his Postile (a collection of sermons). Most notably, however, he translated the Greek New Testament into German. With this, Luther gave the greatest gift to his fellow German.
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He didn’t take this lightly. He painstakingly searched for
the correct meaning of the Greek in word and grammar all
while being sure to translate it into a German that the people could understand. Luther wanted to make available
the Word of God to the people—also to the preachers and
teachers of the people. He even stated that he wished the
numerous (and false) commentaries of his day would cease
so that Christians would choose the Bible alone, “so that we
might seize and taste the clear, pure Word of God itself and
hold to it; for there alone God dwells in Zion.”
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