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The driving belief behind this hymn, written by Martin Luther,
comes out of the will of the Father in heaven. It is the will of the
Father that we, His creatures, live as His children rather than His
enemy. (Matthew 5:43-48; Romans 5:6-11)
In the first verse, there are three parts. In part one we hear that
Jesus died on the cross Listen to this hymn, sung in part by some of our South East North Dakoto pay the price for our
ta Youth (3rd row), on YouTube from Higher Things in Seward.
Type case sensitive— youtu.be/nKx2J4Llcso
sins (humiliated).
In
part two we hear that
Jesus sits at the right
hand of the Father
(exalted), and from there
gives us the gift of forgiveness. Here we get
an inference to the gift of
the Holy Spirit. Part 3 reflects the response of a
people whose guilt is removed. God’s people receive from Jesus
and give thanks!
Verse two indicates our complete powerlessness to save ourselves. (Ephesians 2:1-10) In our sinfulness we possess more than a
tendency to think that our wholeness swells up from our own
hearts. The truth of the matter is that Jesus must save us and
change our hearts. (Romans 7:7-8:11)
In verse three and four Luther helps us connect what Jesus did
on the cross with 1 Corinthians 15:54-57. “Death is swallowed up
in victory.” Jesus’ battle between death and life waged fiercely.
It wasn’t pretty. (Isaiah 53) In fact, the vision of Jesus on the cross
is dreadful, but life wins with Jesus, and the sting of death is lost
forever. Christ is Risen; He is risen indeed! Alleluia!
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Verse 5 connects the death of Jesus
with the Passover. When the Lord
For our offenses given;
freed the people of Israel from their
But now at God's right hand He stands
And brings us life from heaven.
slavery in Egypt, He gave the EgypTherefore let us joyful be
tians 10 plagues as encouragement
And sing to God right thankfully
Loud songs of allelujah!
to let Israel go. On the tenth plague
Alleluia!
the Lord promised that every first2 No son of man could conquer death,
born man, woman, child or animal
Such mischief sin had wrought us,
No innocence was found on earth,
in Egypt would die. For protection,
And therefore death had brought us
the Lord required each Israelite famInto bondage from of old
And ever grew more strong and bold
ily to sacrifice a lamb and paint the
And held us as its captive.
blood of that lamb on the doorpost
Alleluia!
3 Christ Jesus, God's own Son, came down
of their home. The Angel of Death
His people to deliver;
“Passed Over” any home prepared
Destroying sin, He took the crown
in such a way. Our Passover Lamb is
From death's pale brow forever:
Stripped of pow'r, no more it reigns;
Jesus, and He shed His blood that
An empty form alone remains;
painted the cross to free us from the
Its sting is lost forever.
Alleluia!
slavery of our sin. By Faith we be4 It was a strange and dreadful strife
lieve it; and death passes over!
When life and death contended.
(Exodus 12; Galatians 5:1-6)
The victory remained with life,
The reign of death was ended.
Verses 6 and 7 tell us of Jesus presHoly Scripture plainly saith
ence now in our lives. Jesus said in
Its sting is lost forever.
Alleluia!
Matthew 28, “And Behold, I am with
5 Here the true Paschal Lamb we see,
you always, to the end of the age.”
Whom God so freely gave us;
He died on the accursed tree-In worship God gives us His presSo strong His love--to save us.
ence. In faith, we keep the festival
See, His blood now marks our door;
by joining together in His name; in
Faith points to it; death passes o'er,
And Satan cannot harm us.
His presence we receive His light in
Alleluia!
our hearts. In verse 7 Luther explains
6 So let us keep the festival
Whereto the Lord invites us;
that our faith needs nourishment. In
Christ is Himself the Joy of all,
the Lord’s Supper we eat and drink
Now His grace to us imparts
of Christ’s very body and very
Eternal sunshine to our hearts;
The night of sin is ended.
blood, and we receive nourishment
Alleluia!
7 Then let us feast this Easter Day
for our soul. We receive His very
On Christ, the bread of heaven;
presence.
The Word of grace has purged away
Can you see it? It is all a “Divine
The old and evil leaven.
Service!”
Christ alone our souls will feed,
He is our meat and drink indeed;
Happy Easter from the SEND Pastors!
Faith lives upon no other!
Christ is Risen!
Alleluia!
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