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Many different forces came together to create a difficult position for
Charles V, the young ruler of the Holy
Roman Empire: a tense relationship
with Pope Clement VII; threats in the
West from Francis I, king of France;
threats in the East from Suleiman the
Magnificent, king of Turkey; battles at
sea with the pirate Barbarossa. The
last thing he needed was something
splitting his mainly German empire.
Sure, the Church had its factions with
its different schools of thought, monastic orders and the like, but it was
always united by loyalty to the Pope
and the common liturgy, practice
and language (Latin), all of which stemmed from Rome. This
kept some semblance of peace and unity in the German provinces, where the farther reaches of his empire called for more
direct attention.
This unity and peace was challenged by a movement stemming from the insignificant start-up town in Saxony. Charles had
worked with the Pope trying to squelch the problem at the Diet
of Worms, the findings of which declared Martin Luther an outlaw and heretic. Sadly, the deed had already been done and
many German princes and free cities had been won over by
this monk’s radical ideas concerning the Word of God, the
Gospel, and the practice of the Church.
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In an attempt to bring some peace to his quickly dividing empire, Charles called a diet to meet in April of 1530. Due to trouble with the Turks in the East, the diet was postponed until June.
Each party was to bring a summary of their confession. The papal party selected Luther’s main opponent, Dr. Johann Eck,
who had prepared a document addressed to the Emperor, 404
Theses, laying out the divisive theology of Luther’s movement,
which was quickly distributed in the streets of Augsburg.
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The party of the Wittenberg confessors arrived in April, when
the diet was originally scheduled. Luther remained at the Coburg castle, the closest his safe-conduct could bring an outlaw
and enemy of the empire. Philip Melanchthon served as the
scribe and author of a document that demonstrated the confession of the evangelical churches “in doctrine and ceremonies… have received nothing contrary to Scripture or the
Church universal.” The princes and leaders of the evangelical
territories and provinces presented their heads (to be decapitated) along with this confession of faith claiming to rather lose
their heads than deny this confession.
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Our North Dakota District has a free bible study on the Augsburg Confession—it can be found on our circuit website:
sendlcms.org It is located under documents and is called
“Being Lutheran for this moment.”
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Next Week: Hymn: Come, Holy Ghost, God and Lord —Rev. Matthew Tooman
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