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In Fredrick Nohl’s book, Biography of a Reformer: Luther, we read about
Martin Luther’s last hours. We read,
That evening, after supper, Luther excused himself and went to his room to rest. . . . Suddenly
Luther complained of a pain in his chest, near
his heart. Those present quickly called for the
doctors. The doctors applied hot cloths to Luther’s chest and massaged the area to increase
the blood circulation. Then, after giving Luther a
dose of medicine, they carried him to the
couch, where he slept for about an hour.
Nohl goes on to state,
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Luther awoke at ten o’clock [from the couch and] retired to his bedroom, and fell asleep almost at once. . . . About two in the morning
[Jonas and another friend of Luther who were staying near to care]
heard a cry of pain from the bedroom. Rushing in, they saw that Luther
had had another heart attack. “O my God,” Luther moaned, “what a
great pain! O dear Dr. Jonas, I believe I’ll stay in Eisleben, where I was
born and baptized.”
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Despite the pain, Luther got out of bed, walked into the next room and
sat on the couch. While his friends worked to comfort him, Luther continued to pray, much as he had been doing since his first attack. “Father,
into Thy hands I commend myself. . . . O my heavenly Father, one God,
and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, in whom I believe, whom I have
preached and confessed, loved and praised, whom the wicked pope
and all the godless shame, persecute, and make fun of. I pray Thee,
dear Lord Jesus Christ, let me commend my little soul to Thee. O Heavenly Father, if I leave this body and depart, I am certain that I will be
with Thee forever and can never, never tear myself out of Thy hands.
God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.
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This was the last prayer that Luther ever
prayed. Shortly thereafter [Luther] had a
third attack, much worse than either of the
first two. The doctors were called again, but
they quickly gave up all hope. Sensing that
the end was near, Justus Jonas stepped over
to the couch and asked in a loud voice,
“Reverend Father, are you willing to die in
the name of the Christ and the doctrine
which you have preached?” . . . “Yes!”
came the answer, loud enough for all to
hear. And with this final confession of faith,
Luther fell asleep. Asleep in Jesus, no less.
This epic recap of Luther’s death is phenomenal to read – not because
of the dramatic-ness of Luther’s death but because of the great confession made during Luther’s last hours of greatest need. In other words, for
Luther at the end of his life – when there was nothing left to boast in – he
boasted in Jesus Christ. In the pain of death, he prayed and confessed
Jesus. The reason why? The answer, Jesus was really something for Luther and for us too. Christ is not only the way, the truth, and the life, but
He is also forgiveness, life, and salvation. Christ is the victor over sin,

The Funeral Pall used in Luther’s Funeral, on
display in the “Luther Death House” in Eisleben

A handle recovered from Luther’s
casket ion display in Wittenberg
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death, and the devil.
Besides the great confession of faith during Luther’s last hours, it has also
been noted that Luther’s last written words are the following: “This is true,
we are all beggars.”
Truly, we are all beggars; however, we are beggars who cannot be torn
out of the hands of the Lord’s hands, for He truly loved us.
Luther knew all of this at death. May we, as well, know Jesus and the
assurance of His cross as we journey towards death – and the great resurrection.
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