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In the “Recess of Augsburg,” Charles V gave the confessors of
the Augsburg Confession until April 15, 1531 to return to the Roman
confession of the faith for peace. Because of this, the Lutheran
princes and territories met in the German city of Schmalkald and
joined together to form the Schmalkald League in order to protect
each other from any enforcement of the “Recess.” Thankfully, for
the sake of human life and the Gospel, the Emperor was unable
to enforce this due to the fear of the Schmalkald League allying
with another enemy, King Francis I of France. However, when Francis and Charles made peace in 1544, the Emperor was finally able
to reestablish peace in the Holy Roman Empire.
In order to accomplish this, Charles V
amassed an army
of around 52,000
men. Led by a
trusted commander from Charles’
Spanish reign, Fernando Alvarez de
Toledo (Duke of
Alva), this army
went to battle
against some of
the princes, electors, and territories
of the Schmaklad League from 1546 to 1547. Both the Imperial
forces and the Schmalkaldic forces had their victories and losses.
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The deciding point of the war, however, occurred when
Maurice (Duke of Albertine Saxony) joined forces with the
Emperor against his cousin (John Frederick I Elector of Ernestine Saxony) and his father-in-law Philip of Hesse. On April 24,
1547 John Frederick I was taken prisoner at the Battle of
Mühlberg. Fernando, Duke of Alva, sentenced John to
death. His his death sentence became imprisonment for life,
however, when he signed the Capitulation of Wittenberg,
wherein he surrendered the Electoral title to his cousin Maurice along with much of his territory, including the symbolic
heart of the Reformation—Wittenberg.
On a victory tour of the newly conquered lands, Charles V
stopped at the Castle Church in Wittenberg and visited Luther’s grave. According to legend, the Duke of Alva exhorted Charles to exhume Luther’s remains, burn them publicly
and scatter the ashes to the wind, to which Charles responded, “I make war on the living, not on the dead.”
This epic defeat did not spell doom for the cause of the
Reformation.
John the Steadfast earned his
title in his imprisonment
when
countless
times
he was offered
freedom should
he compromise
his adherence to
the evangelical
faith in the Augsburg Confession.
Finally, on September 1, 1552
he was rescued—oddly by his traitorous cousin Maurice. John
moved the capital of his government from Wittenberg to
Weimar, and he started up a new university in Jena—to replace the University in Wittenberg.
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