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The City of Wittenberg today struggles with many of the same
modern problems that we do.
During the Cold War, Wittenberg was located on the other
side of the iron curtain. Many cultural sites dwindled without
care. Homes and buildings were painted gray, and were not
maintained. With the fall of communism, the German government began to prop up the stalled East German areas of the
reunited country.
Wittenberg today has some buildings that have been completely restored, sitting next to unrestored buildings that remain
as they did under communism.
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The homes of Phillip Melanchthon and Martin Luther and fascinating museums. The City Church, where Luther preached
most often, is a beautiful place to visit, remaining very much as
it did 500 years ago. The Castle Church where the 95 theses
were nailed burned down in 1760 following shelling by the Prussian Army in the Seven Years War. The rebuilt building has
been refurbished for the 500th anniversary.
Small restaurants abound with sidewalk seating, and wonderful food. Not many in Wittenberg speak much English, German
and Russian are well understood.
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One sad note, because of the years of communism and socialism
that came under the Soviets, there are actually very few Christians in
Wittenberg today. The churches of Luther stand empty on Sunday
mornings except for the tourists who are visiting. Luther’s prediction that
the faith would leave Germany if God’s Word was neglected has come
to pass. “For you should know that God’s word and grace is like a passing shower of rain which does not return where it has once been.
“ (Luther WA 15:32,7)
That said, Wittenbergers are kind hosts to Lutherans wishing to visit Luther sites. They have their own beer brewery that makes fantastic
brews.
LCMS Lutherans are able to stay at the Wittenberg Project facilities in
Wittenberg. It makes a good stop along a tour of other German sites,
and is near to Berlin. Don’t forget to enjoy the wonderful “Fruhstruck”
breakfasts!
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