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To put the timeframe of Luther’s life in perspective, the
Gutenberg printing press was first used to print a book only
30 years before Luther’s birth. When Luther was 9, in 1492,
Christopher Columbus sailed the ocean blue, “discovering”
America. Within that new land, the soon-to-collapse Incan
empire was at its strongest. The Spanish Armada would be
sunk a little over 100 years after Luther’s birth.
Life was difficult in that day and age. Luther had 8 brothers and sisters, but only one brother (Jacob) and three sisters grew to adulthood. Plague was a common occurrence. Streets were filthy cobblestones, and cities were surrounded by large defensive walls.
Martin Luder was born on November 10, 1483, in Eisleben,
Saxony to Hans and Magarethe Luder. He was baptized
the next day, November 11, on the feast of St. Martin of
Tours—hence his first name.
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The family’s last name was Luder until the time that Martin
entered University, and changed it to the more academically pleasing “Luther” in order to match with the Greek word for
“freedom” - Elutheros - Luder to Luther.His parents were descended from peasants, but his father had risen up to become a successful copper miner and smelter. Shortly after
Martin’s birth, the family moved to Mansfeld where Hans’
mining business could flourish.
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Hans desired a better life for his son, so he sent Martin to
school beginning at age 7 in Mansfeld. At age 14, Martin
moved north to Magdeburg to continue his studies there.
Courses of study were in rhetoric, grammar and logic. Latin
was the language of the educated, and Luther learned it
well.
Luther recalled during this time being punished for failing to
complete some of his Latin homework. “At school I was
caned in a single morning fifteen times for nothing at all. I
was required to decline and conjugate and hadn’t learned
my lesson.” He’d later claim this strict education helped
drive him later to enter the monastery. His favorite subject in
school was actually music.
After finishing his undergraduate studies, Luther prepared to
continue studying to be a lawyer (at his father’s bidding) at
the University in Erfurt.
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