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God sure has a pattern of choosing misfits, nobodies, and ragamuffins
in carrying out His work, does He not? For example, Israel, a slave nation;
David, a shepherd; Peter, a fisherman; and Matthew, a tax-collector, to
name several. In the Christmas Story, the Lord chooses to do the same.
One would think that God would announce the birth of Jesus to the
great theologians of the synagogues or the prestigious priests in the temple, but God does the exact opposite. The announcement of Jesus’ birth
is given to shepherds.
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Indeed, the message of the Son of God coming from heaven above
to earth is given to shepherds. These shepherds had nothing special
about them. They were a rough bunch, working a manual labor job with
little pay. They were most likely known as being religiously inconsistent
with their piety. However, God’s Word comes to these rough shepherds
through His messenger – the Angel of the Lord.
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Typically when angels visit humanity, humanity is struck with fear and
terror. Who wouldn’t be afraid of an Angel of the Lord? That is exactly
what we see with the shepherds; they are scared stiff. The brilliance of
light signaled the glory and presence of God, and the shepherds were
filled with fear. Instead of striking the shepherds down with power and
might, the angel announced the grand news of Christmas, “For unto you
is born this day in the city of David a Savior, which is Christ the Lord.”
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The angel simply announced the good news – a birth of the Savior!
As a result of this grand announcement, the shepherds went to see the
babe in the manger and then glorified and praised God for all that they
had heard and seen.
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Why is it important to understand all of this? It is important to understand because in the hymn, ‘From Heaven Above to Earth I Come,’ we
are singing an interpretation of this story. We are singing about the angel
announcing the birth of Jesus to the shepherds.
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In other words, in this hymn – a hymn
that was written by Martin Luther for his
family’s Christmas Eve devotions – we
hear the angel’s words to the shepherds in the first five stanzas. Therefore,
in a way, when we sing this hymn, we
are placed alongside the shepherds to
hear the grand news of Jesus coming
from heaven to earth. As we hear this
great news of Jesus’ birth in stanzas 15, we are then granted the opportunity
in the remaining stanzas to sing the response of the shepherds. In a way, we
are singing with the shepherds and also singing the meaning of the Savior’s
birth for all the world.
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Like the shepherds, we are not people of a prestigious birth. Most of us
are common folks who live quiet and
peaceable lives. However, God decided to make the announcement of
Jesus to you through pastors, parents,
other Christians, and even this hymn.
Indeed, the Lord announces through
this hymn that unto ‘you’ a Savior was
born. You have this on the highest authority: that Christ was born – for you.
He was born to join you and love you.
He was born to go to Mt. Calvary and
win forgiveness for you in His death
and resurrection.
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So, glorify and praise God with the
shepherds this Christmas, especially as
you sing the hymn, ‘From Heaven
Above to Earth I Come.’ With the
shepherds, know that God is well
pleased with you in Christ – that a Savior has been born unto you.
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Next Week: Luther’s Studies in Erfurt —Rev Aaron Hambleton
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