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Luther entered into the monastery in 1505 because he felt
guilt over his sins. He believed
that becoming a monk would
help him manage and assuage that guilt. All other vocations of business, agriculture,
manufacturing, education or
even law could not afford him
greater opportunity to struggle
against sin and make for the
purification of the soul and
body. At least this is what Luther believed. So, he became Luther as a Monk, by Lucas Cranach
an Augustinian monk.
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The church of his day told Luther that he could please God
and earn satisfaction for sin by becoming a monk. A monk
could exclude himself from much of the life of the community
and by doing so, it was thought, escape the temptations of
the world. Also, as he subjected himself to the authority of the
order, a monk could more easily and frequently pray and
fast. He could utilize Confession and Absolution and the
Lord’s Supper more regularly as personal acts of holiness
(which is a misconstrued understanding of the sacraments). He could make vows of poverty and silence, and
even punish himself with manual labor, whippings and other
painful measures.
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Over time, though, Luther became
angry with God over His maniacal
requirement of perfection. Nothing
that Luther did as a monk seemed to
aid him in living up to the standard of
perfection and love that Luther
found taught in the scripture. Perfection always felt just out of
reach. Luther knew the sin that dwelt
in him, and he never found freedom
in all of his efforts as a monk. The
more he worked at perfection, the
more he felt trapped and confined. His frustration was palpable,
and others felt Luther’s anguish.
Luther did study the Bible in a rigorous manner. The pursuit of scripture
and the academic exercise was the
only thing that brought him any
Stained Glass over the altar at Luther’s
joy. Ironically, these studious pursuits
Monastery. See the close up below. This
and the instruction of one vicarmonastery was the only real Luther site
used for filming in the most recent Luther general, John von Staupitz, led Luther
movie, and still serves as a church today. to realize that his only hope for salvation from sin rested with God’s forgiving mercy – not with the strictures of
the monastic life. As he studied and
learned, he understood that only
through the satisfaction that comes
through the merit of Christ could he
ever be assured of complete righteousness. He began to understand
that he could not earn righteousness,
but that the Lord bestows righteousness by faith.
The monastic life produced in Luther
the seeds that helped him teach,
among other things, justification
through faith alone, the gift of
Christ’s presence in the sacraments,
and the blessing of vocation. In the setting of the Gospel, God gives
these by grace – for He is merciful.
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Next Week: Luther moves to teach in Wittenberg —Rev. Anthony Ahrendt
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